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THE GENERAL HISTORY OF THE 
HIGHWATS in all Parts of the World, 
particularly in Great Britain : Containing 
I. Zhe Manner of making and managing, of 
them by the Carthaginians, Lacedemoni- 
ans, Romans, Indians of Peru, and all 
other Nations , from the remoteft Antiqui- 
ty to this Time. II. An Account of An- 
toninus’s Jtinerary, and the Peutinger 7a- 
bles. 11. The juft Proportion between the 
Ancient and Modern Furlongs, Miles, and 
Leagues. IV. The Original and Advance- 
ment of the Poff. NV. Canals cut, Bridges 
built, and Ports made by the Romans. 
VI. An accurate Defcription of Rome, in 
three feveral Ages. VII. And laftly, An 
Account of the Modern Roads im Great 
Britain : With an Abftrad of the Laws 
concerning them, &c. London. Printed, 
and are to be Sold by D. Brown at the 
Black Swan without Temple-Bar ; W. In- 
nis at the Feathers in St. Paul's Church- 
yard ; G. Strahan at the Golden Ball 7% 
Cornhill ; J. Morphew xear Stationers- 
Hall ; and J. King im Weftmintter-Hall, 
Bookfellers. 1712. in 8vo. Pagg, 164. 


HE Hiftory # of the Highways of the Roman 
Empire, written by Nicolas Bergier , Advocate 
in the Prefidial of Reims, was publifh’d at Pa- 
risin the Year 1622. That curious and learn- 
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3% Hiftoire des Grands Chemins de Empire Romain, 
contenant l’origine, progrés, & eftendue quafi incroyable 
des Chemins Militaires, pavez depuis la Ville de Rome 
jufques aux extremitez de fon Empire. Od fe voit Ia 
grandeur & la puiflance incomparable des Romains: En- 
femble, I’ efclairciflement de I'Itineraire d’Antonin, & 
de Ja Carte de Peutinger. Par Nicolas Bergier, Advocat 
au Siege Prefidial de Reims. A Paris, chez C Morel, &e. 


MDC XKXIL. ’Tis a Book in 4to, confifting of 856 Pages. 


ed Book is grown very fcarce ; 'Tis true aed 

{lation of it bas been inferted in the Hdvinis dca 
tum Romanarum, printed in feveral Volumes in Filio, but 
that Colle&tion is too dear , to be bonehe by every Bod ‘ 
The Publick wanred therefore an Englifh Tranflocien ae 
Bergier’s Work ; and it will be the more acceptable be- 
caute it comes out with feveral Improvements and Addi 
tions relating to Exgland. The Tranflator has only pube 
lith'd che firtt Book, and defigns to go on with alten 
The following Excract, tho fhore, will give the Readers ; 
fufficient Notion of the Nature of this Work, ? 


I. In the time of the Commonwealth of 
Care of the Highways was committed to shat eeae 
pone yee avon wie People. As for the Streets 
and public aces of that City, it wast “the 
/Ediles to keep them in rates whee La 

The Cenfors, Confuls, and other Magiftrates of Rome 
being no Jonger able to take care of the Highways me 
extraordinary Commitlioners were appointed for that end 
and went by the Name of Curatores viarum Their Nam. 
ber was not fixed : They were more or lefs, as Occafion 
required. 

Thole Curatores viarum ( Overfeers of the Hi 
were Men of Note , and had the moft sontidertbhe to 
ployments beftowed upon them. We read in Plutarch 
that Julius Cafar was made Curator vie Appie. Before the 
Reign of Augufius , thoieé Commiffioners were only ap. 
pointed, when there was a Neceflity for it ; bat thar Em. 
peror fixed their Number, and made them perpetual 
What has been faid hitherto, ought ro be underftood one 
ly of the Highways in Jealy. The Curatores viarum mutt 
not be confounded with the Curatores vicortin., 

Appius Claudius was the firft, who began to pave the 
Highways of Italy. During his Cenforfhip in the Year of 
Rome 442. he caufed the publick Road from that City to 
Capua to be paved : That Road was call'd Mia Appia. The 
fecond Highway, paved in Italy, was that of Caius Ayres 
lins Gotta, inthe Year of Rome 512. if one may depend 
upon the Conjecture of Carolus Sigeniu % , who fays it 
wascall’d Via Aurelia trom him. The next Highways 
paved in Italy, are the Via Flamin’a and the Via Exnilia 
The former reached from Rome to Ariminum, (now Rimi 
ni,); and the latter from) Rimini to Bologna,and from thence 
to Aquileia. Some Ancient Authors fay, the Via Flaminia 
was made inthe Year of Rome 533. by Flaminins,who died 
in theWar with Aunrbal ; but Straba afcribes it to his Sor 
Flaminius: The Two Cenfors Flaccus and Albinus under 
took a Work of the fame Nature, in the Year 580. Cains 
Gracchus 50 Years after caufed fevera] Roads to be paved 
in Italy. This is what we find in the Roman Hiftory 





% Lib. 2 de Antiq. Jurelcaliea cap ult. 
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concerning thofe, who took care of the Highways in that. 


Country. Several other Magiitrates, unknown to us, ap- 
plied chemfelves to the fame Work; fo that in fulius Ce- 
far’s Time there were publick Roads to go from Rome to 
all the chief Towns of Italy. Augufius and his Succe!- 
fors did rather enlarge and repair them than make new 
ones, except fome that were made by Domitian, Trajan, 
and Aurelian. , 

The moft ancient Highway , that was made by the Ro- 

mans out of Italy, reached from the Alpes into Spain 
through Provence and Langucdoc: Polybius mentions it in 
the Third Book of his Hiftory. Andreas Refendinus %,who 
faw fome Parts of that Road , obferves that it was paved 
with {mall fquare Stones, pene infana profufione. That Way 
was made in the time of the third Punick War. The 
next is the Via Domitia, which Domitius Ainobarbus caufed 
to be made in the Year of Rome 629, Cicero #% {peaks 
of it. Our Author thinks it was made in the Country of 
the Alobroges, who were overcome by Domitius. Tacitus 
HHH mentions another Via Domitia in Germany. The 
Via Egnatia, mentioned by Strabo Lid. VII. reached from 
Apelonia in Epirus to Cypfelus and the River Hebrus inThrace. 
Cicero fays it went as far as the Hedefpont. Thefe are the 
Highways that were made out of Jtaly before the Reign 
of Auguftus. That Empéror took great care not only to 
enlarge and ftretch out thofe that were already in the Ro- 
man Provinces, but alfo to make new ones. 

The Legionary Soldiers, the common People in the fe- 
veral Provinces, and the Slaves, were employed in ma- 
king the Highways of the Roman Empire. Auguflus, who 
had a ftanding Army of Twenty five Legions, was the 
firft who put the Soldiers to that work, to keep them bu- 
fy and obedient. 

Our Author gives a fhort Account of the Revenues of 
the Roman Empire, and fhews how part of them were 
difpofed of towards making or repairing the Publick 
Roads. | 

Julius’ Cafar {pent valt Sums. in mending fand lengthen. 
ingthe Via Appia. Auguftus was very careful to get the 
Ways of Italy repaired, and undertook for his Share to 
mend the Via Flaminia. That Prince took alfo a “nam 
Jar Care of the Highways in the Provinces of the Empire. 
The beft Emperors were more careful than others to keep 
the Roads in repair, and to encreafe their Number. 

Among the Works of this Nature , that were perform- 

ed by Ve{pafian, none are fo remarkable as the Way, which 
he cut out through a Mountain of the /pennine to fhorten 
the Via Flaminia, Aurelius Viétor mentions it. Thole 
who have feen that Mountain in thefe latter Times, fay 
it makes part of che Apennine, near a Place call’d Furlo ; 
and that becaufe of its Steepnefs Vefpafian caufed it to be 
cut out in the Nature of a Vault for the Space of Two 
hundred Geometrical Paces. The Infcription, that is ftill 
extant over one of the Entrances, may be feen among the 
Infcriptions colle&ted by Gruterus. Domitian paved all the 
Way trom Sinucfa to Puteoli: That Way wasa Branch 
of the Via Appia. The Emperor Trajan exceeded all his 
Predecefiors in his Care of the Highways: There is a 
remarkable Paflage about itin Galen}. Dion Caffins fays, 
that Trajan made a paved Way over the Pomptine Paludes. 
Our Author thinks that Way began at the Forum Appii, and 
ended at the Temple of the Goddefs Feronia, Three Miles 
from Terracina. Before this Way was made, Travellers 
ufed to imbark at the Forum Appii, where they left the Via 
Appia, being willing to take the fhorteft way to Terracina, 
and landing at the Temple of Feronia, they came again to 
the Via Appia at Terracina*,*. IL thall obferve, that Fa- 
brettus || mentions an Infcription importing, that Trajan 
caufed a Way to be made over the Pomptine Paludes ; 
which confirms what we find about it in Dion Caffius. 





: % Lib. 3. de Antiquic. Lufiran, cap. de Viis militari- 
dus. 


%% Orat. proM Fonteio, 
%%%* Lib. 1. Annal. 


+ De Meth. medendi Lib. 9. c. 8. 


*,” See the Account which Horace gives of his Journey to 
Brundifium, Sat. V. Lib. I, 


)) De Columna Trajana, Cap. IX. Pag. 291. 
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The Author proceeds to give an Account of the Works 
of that Nature performed by Hadrian, Antoninus Pin; 
and Marcus Aurelius , as it appears by fevera] Infcriptions. 

He mentions, in the next Place , fome other Inicripti- 
ons, whereby we may know what Highways were made 
or repaired by Septimius Severus , Caracalla , Heliogabalys 
and the following Emperors, till the decay of the Weftern 
Lmpire. | 

The Highways were made or repaired, not only out of 
the publick Revenues, or by the Liberality of the Empe- 
rors, but alfo out of the Money arifing from the Spoils of 
the Enemies, which was call’d Pecunia manubialis. Befides 
feveral private l’erfons undertook to make or to repair te 
Publick Roads at their own Charges: Others gave confi- 
derable Sums , or lete great Legacies towardsit. The 
Contributions for the Highways were look’d upon as ve- 
ry gloricus and hencurable. The Clergy were not ex- 
empted from them under the Chriftian Emperors. The 
Senate aid the People ftrove to expreis their Love and 
Gratitude for thote, who took care to make new Roads 
or to repair the old ones ; which they did by evecting Sta. 
tues and triumphal Arches to their Honour, and by 
ftamping Medals to perpetuate their Memery. 

Our Author takes notice of fome Roman Highways to 
be feen ftill in the County of Hainault : They are Catia 
monly call’d ds Chanfees de Brunehault, (Brunebault’s Caufles 
ways,) and paved with {mall blackith Stones. The Inha- 
bitants of that Country tel] many ridiculous Stories about 
them, and fancy they were made by the Devil. The Au. 
thor confutes thoie Fables in two Chapters. 

He obferves in the two next, that Augu/lus caufed two 
Ways to be made through the 4/ps, each of which reach. 
ed ag far as Lyons Agrippa, his Son-in-Law , undertook 
to make four Ways, which began at that City. The firft 
went through the Cevennes into Aquitaim; the fecond to 
the lower Rhine ; the third to Boulogne in Picardy 5 and the 
fourth to Marfeilles. 


The Jaft Chapter of this firft Book concerns the fabu. 
lous and the true Hiftory of the Highways in England. 
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HISTOIRE DES EMPEREURS, & des 
autes Princes qui ont regné durant les 
fix premiers fiecles de lEglife, de leurs 
suerres contre Jes Juifs, des Ecrivains 
profanes, & des perfonnes les plus illu- 


{tres de leurtemps. Juftifice par les ci- 
tations des Auteurs originaux. Avecdes 
Notes pour ¢éclaircir les principales diffi- 
cultez de l Hiftoire. Tome Cinquiéme, 
Premiere Partie, qui comprend VA- 
LENTINIAN I. VALENS & GRATI- 
EN. Seconde Partie , qui comprend 
THEODOSE I. & ARCADE.  Troi- 
fieme Partie, qui comprend HONORE. 
Par Mr. LENAIN DE TILLEMONT. 
A Bruxelles, chez Eugene Henry Fricx, 
Imprimeur du Roy, rue de la Madelaine. 
M DCC X. 


That is, 7/7E FIISTORYT OF THE EM- 
PERORS, and other Princes, who reigned 
in the Six Firft Ages of the Church, of 
their Wars with the Jews, of Profane 
Writers, and the mefl Illu@rious Perfons of 
their Time. Taken from the Original Au- 
thors. With Notes to clear the principal 


Difi- 
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Difficulties relating to Hiiffory. The Fifth 
Zome. Part I. Containing the Hiftory of 
VALENTINIAN I. VALENS = and 
GRATIAN. Part I. Containininge the 
Fiiflory of THEODOSIUS I. and AR- 
CADIUS. Part Il. Containing the 
Hiftory of HONORIUS. By Mr. LE- 
NAIN DE TILLEMONT. _ Bruffels. 
1710. Three Volumes in tr0. Pagg.1§73. 
Sold by Paul Vaillant zm the Strand. 


HIS Hiftory is fo well known, and fo gene- 

; rally approved , that it were needlefs to make 

any Obfervations uponthe Merit of the Au- 

thor, and the Ufefulnefs of his Work. We 
have now Thirteen Volumes in +o. (not to mention the 
Edition in 4to.) of Mr de TiZemonet’s Hiftory of the Em- 
perors. The Three laft Volumes, whigh make the Sub- 
je&t of this Article, difcover the fame Labour, the fame 
Exafinefs, and the fame Care of Quoting the Original 
Authors. Perhaps it might be faid, that this Hiftory is 
interfperfed with too many Pious and Devout Reflexions, 
not fo proper to be inferted in a Work of this Nature. 
The Author was a very Learned and Religious Man ; and 
it appears from this Performance, and from his Memoirs 
relating to Ecclefiaftical Hiftory , that he had entirely 
confecrated his Pen to the Publick Good. 

The Readers will not expedt from me, that I fhould en- 
large upon thefe Three Volumes ; and therefore I fhall 
only take notice of fome few Paffages contained in the 
Firft. - 

Me“de Tilemont obferves that the Emperor Valentinian i 
loved and protected the Catholicks, without molefting the 
Arians, or any other Se& of Hereticks. In the very Be- 
ginning of his Reign, he made fome Laws, whereby the 
Heathens and Hereticks were at full Liberty to enjoy the 
Exercife of their Religion : No body was perfecuted up- 
on that Account. That Emperor never undertook to 
force his Subje&s to follow the Religion which he had 
embraced : He ftood, as it were, neuter among fo many 
different Religions ; for which he is very much com- 
mended by Ammianus Marcellinus. He fuffer’d the Alrar 
of Viftory to remiain at Rome. That Altar had been re- 
moved by Conftantins’s Order , and reftor'd by fulian the 
Apoftate. Zozimus affirms, that the Law whereby Valen- 
tingan torbad No‘turnal Sacrifices, was not put in Execu- 
tion, becaule Pretextatus, Proconful of Greece, reprefent- 
ed to him, that fuch a Law was intolerable to the Hea- 
thens, and deftroy’d their moft Auguft Mytteries. There 
is a % Law of that Emperor extaat, whereby he declares 
that he does not forbid the Difcipline of the Arufpices, not 
any other Exercife of Religion ufed among the Ancients, 
provided it be free from Magick. Nay, he granted fome 
Privileges to the Pontiffs of the Provinces, by a Law da- 
ted June 28. 374. But it appears from the Teftimony of 
Libanius, that he a at = ow ggotang of -Beafts, and 

aly permitted to offer up Incenfe. 
ge hs Author makes one Reflexions upon the Condut 
of Valentinian, in Relation to the Heathens and Hereticks 
of his Time. He declares that he will not give his Judg- 
ment about it, nor enquire whether or no it be expedient 
that a Prince fhould concern himfelf with Ecclefiaftical Af- 
fairs. It is certain on the one lide, fays he, that op eh 
ought to ufe their urmoft Endeavours to ee allt a 
Subjeéts into the Right Way of Serving God, | nf _ ie 
other fide, if we compare the Advantages whic oy 1 
rine and Theodufius procured to the Church, with the ~~ - 
£ul Mifchiefs occafion’d by Conflantius, Valens, and even y 
TLeadofus the younger , and many other Emperors , we 
ie ae aI hether it were not better for the 
may very well doubt whet ba ; Seccaliitens 
Church , that Princes fhould never coors - 4 
with Religion, and only take care that ¢t 4 ge ot 
Juftice and Equity be pungtually obferved. | Me. de Tile 
Jemoat Teems to approve the Conduét of lewis IX. ng 
of France, who left ic to the Bithops to determine a 








3% Made in the Year 371. 
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Doubtful and Controverted Matters. The Author adds; 
That perhaps a Prince may ufe all his Authority for the 
Promoting of Truth , dy al! Jaf and Lawful Means, and 
without forgetting the Laws of Human ty, which ought to be 
obferved even towards the moft Wicked Men. ’Tis obfervable, 
that our Learned Author, tho’ a Roman-Catholick, and ve. 
ry Zealous for his Religion, expreifes himfelf with great 
Moderation upon this Head. It plainly appears that he 
was an Enemy to Perfecution. No body will deny, thac 
a Prince may ufe all Fut and Lawful Means for the Propaga- 
tion of Truth, and endeavour to reclaim his Subjects 
from their Errors, provided he does not offend again? the 
Laws of Humanity. 


Mr. de TiLemont, contidering the great Sevérity, or ra. 
ther Cruelty of Valenzinian, is afraid “ that the Glory 
“ with which he governed the Empire, is the only Re. 

ward of his Confeiling the Name of Chrift”. He is 
afraid that Emperor “ enjoyed the Good Things of this 
‘World, to be expofed after this Life to the Divine Ju. 
“ ftice, which fhews no Mercy co thole , that are not 
* Merciful to their Brethren. 


« 


The Author does not tell us, ( according to his ufual 
Cuftom ), what he thinks of the Salvation of Arfonius, 
who was a very Licentious Poet: He only fays, It were 
to be with’d, for the Honour of Chriftianity, chat Aufoni. 
us had been a Heathen. 
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AN ACCOUNT of StiGREGORY 
NAZIANZEN’s APOLOGETICK 
ORATION, mention'd in the LXXXVIth 
Sheet of thefe Memoirs. 


T. Gregory Naxianeen ran away as St. Chryfoftome did, 
for tear of being forced to accept a Bithoprick ; 
and that Father made an Apology for it in this Dif- 

courle, as St. Chry/oftome undertook to jultify himfelf up- 
on the fame Account, in his Treatife concerning the 
Chriftian Priefthood. The Refemblance of the Sub- 
jet moved Mr. Thirloy to infert this Oration at the 
End of that Treatife. He acknowledges chat thofe 
‘Two Fathers are equally admirable for their Eloquence ; 
but he adds, that their Charaéters are very differenc. 
I fhall not give a particular Account of this Oration, 
being contented to obferve in general, That Sc. Gregory 
alledges many Reafons to fhew how difficule ic is to dif- 
charge the Duties of Epifcopacy ; that he makes feveral 
Judicious and Solid Reflexions upon that Subje& ; and 
that it appears from many. Paflages of the Holy Scripture 
quoted by hint, and rightly applied, that he was very well 
verfed in the Sacred Writings. 

There is a Paflage in this Oration, on which it will not 
be improper to make fome Obfervations. Se. Gregory 
fhews that it is no cafy thing co teach the Dofttine of 
the Holy Trinity ; and that whoever undertakes to do it, 
muft be very careful not to advance any thing, that may 
countenance Sad:/iani{m, Ariamfm, or the Opinion of 
thofe who admirced Three Eternal and Iadependent Be. 
ings. Whereupon he calls the Doctrine of Savedias, who 
denied the Trinity, stheifm We fhould wrong the Me. 
mory of that IHuftrious Father, fhould we believe that he 
really took Sabedins to be an Atheift for denying the Tri- 
nity. Too great a Screfs ought not to be laid upon the 
Words of that Ancient Doftor : He {peaks Rhetorically, 
as Mr. Thirlby obferves. ‘‘ Attamen, fays he, ut quod res 
** eft fateamur, non tam veré Sabellium "AS4as poftular 





% That Father begins his Oration thus: I confefs that 
I am overcome: 1 have fubmitted to the Lord, and intreated 
him. He meant, that he was at laft willing to be madea 


Bifhop. 
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‘+ Gregorius, quam pro fla dicendi Copia ac Facultate, 
‘* ingeniofe : cum alibi eum reétius multo Jadaifmi in- 
“ fimulet, (Sc. Orat. XXIII.)”. I have obferved in one 
of my foregoing Sheets, that Serverus call’d the Trinitari- 
ans Atheifis : It was not a Rhetorical, but an Enthufiaftical 
way of Speaking. 

Mr. Thirlby fays, the Latin Tranflation of the Abbot 
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de Billy, ( Bilius ), tho’ it be the beft, is neverthelefs ¢, 
of Miftakes ; and that he has mended fevera] ‘a fo 
rectified the Latin Style in many Paflages. As for what 
concerns the Notes of Mr. Thirloy, they difcovey ren 
Judgment and Learning in a very young Age, and area 
ne Specimen of what the Publick ma ett F 
him hereafter. 7 





LETDEN. 


: A Colleétion of Teftaceous Fifhes, Snails, Shells, and 
Minerals, has been lately engraved , and publifh’d 
by aVirtwofo. 


Thefaurus Imaginum Pifcium teftaceorum, quales fun: Cancri, 
Echini, Echinometra, Stelle marine, Oc. ut & Cochilea- 
vum ; inter Quas numerantur Lunares ; Laciniate ; Val- 
vate , five Semilunares ; Valvate ftriate ; Caffides tube. 
rofe, verrucofe, leves & Murices ; Globofe ; Buccine; 
Strombi; Volute ; Alate; Porcellane majores & mi- 
nores; Cylindri, Oc. Quibus accedunt Conchylia, ut Nau- 
tilus, Cornu Ammonis, @:. Conche univalvie © bibal- 
pie 5 quarum Species funt Solenes univalvii, Chama afpe- 
rez, Chama leves, Vettines, Peftunculi, Telline, Sole- 
nes bivalvii, Mufculi, Pinne, Oftrea, Oc.  Demique Mi- 
nevalia; uti Meta'la, Lapides & Argille, variis in locis 
reperta. Quorum omnium maximam partem Georgius Ever- 
hardus Rumphius, M. D. Academie Cafarce Nature Curio- 
forum Collega, dittus Plinius Indicus, collegit ; jam vero Na- 
ture Amator OG Curiofus quidam in hunc ordinem digeffit, & 
nitidiffimd eri imcidi curavit. Lugduni Batavorum, 1711. 
in Folio, Pagg- 45. with LX Copper-Cuts. 


This Colle&tion contains the Figures of all the Curiofi- 
ties lodged in the Cabinet of Dr. Rumphiw, befides feve- 
ral others, that have been communicated to the Publither. 
Here follow fome of the moft Curious Pieces engraved in 
this Book. 1- A Lump of Ambergris weighing a Hun- 
dred and eighty two Pounds , which belongs to the Ea/t- 
India Company of Amfterdam. 2. A Figured Stone of a 
red tranfparent Colour, on which an Hexagone Fort, fur- 
rounded with Ramparts and Ditches,is naturally defcrib’d. 

- Another Stone , which reprefents a kind of irregular 
Citadel. Its Circumference of a brownifh tranfparent 
Colour , confifting of Three variegated Lines, denotes 
the Rampart. The Middle of it looks like frozen Wa- 
ter : and there is in its Center a great Ifland, furrounded 
with many {mall ones, of a blue, purple, and red Colour. 
4. A Piece of Egyptian Marble, on which one may plain- 
ly fee the Figure of a Pope faying his Prayers, That 
Piece was found among the Ruins of a Temple near 


Rome. 


PARTS. 


A Book: confifting of Five Differtations upon Genefis, 
~ has been lately publifh’d, 


Differtations Hifloriques, Chronologiques, Geographiques, & 
Critiques fur la Bible. Paris. 1711. In 8vo. Pagg. 476. 


The firft Differtation concerns the Hiftory of the Crea- 
tion, and the Chronology and Defcription of the World, 
from the Creationtothe Deluge. That Differtation is di- 
vided into VIII. Chapters. In the firft, the Author proves 
that the World is not Eternal ; that it was made by an 
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Intelligent and Wife Being ; and that it has we 
Antiquity than what Mofes affigns to it. The meen Go 
face of the Earth affords the Author an Argument to ic 
that it isnot Eternal. It is naturally impoffible, (fays he) 
that there fhould be any Mountains and Valleys - A 
Earth had exifted from all Eternity ; for the Waters d 
the Rain do continually carry off fome Earth from ‘th 

Mountainsintothe Valleys. Tho that Quantity be lever 
fo {mall, ’tis certain that Mountains would be at Jaft } : 
vell'd, and Valleys fill’d up ; and therefore if the Earth 
never had a beginning , “tis undeniable that there would 
be no Mountains nor Valleys, aud that the Earth would be 
overflowed with Water, the leaft Diminution being fuffi. 
cient to deftroy the higheft Mountains during the infinite 
Space of Eternity. Perhaps it wiil be faid, continues the 
Author, that new Mountains are formed from time to 
time ; but isthere any natural Caufe , that can produce 
Mountains , and make fuch Valleys as thofe that contain 
the Waters of the Sea? All the Hiftories that are extant 

will not afford one Inftance of a new Mountain appear. 
ing upon the Earth. The Winds raife now and then 
fome {mall Heaps of Sand, but never to a confiderable 
Height ; and thofe Heaps are frequently deftroyed by the 
fame Caufe that formed them. ‘The fecond Chapter con. 
tains fome Reflexions upon che firft Chaprer of Genifis 
In the Third, the Author treats of the Creation of Man - 
He confutes the Book concerning the Pre-adamites. The 
Terreftrial Paradife, and the Fall of Man, are the Sub. 
jets of the fourth and fifth Chapters. In the nexe , the 
Author difcourfes of Cain, and his Pofterity ; and thews 
in what time of the Year the World was created and then 
computes the time from the Creation to the Deluge. 


The Second Differtation contains the Hiftory of the 
Deluge, with an Account of what happen’d afrerwards 
till che Difperfion of Men. The Author applies himfeif 
particularly to defcribe Noah's Ark, and to remove the 
Difficulties relating to its Dimentions. 


The Third Diflertation concerns theDifperfion of Men, 
and the Chronology from the Deluge to the Vocation of 
Abraham. 


In the Fourth Differtation the Author explains the Dif. 
ficulties that concern the Life of Abraham , and gives an 
Account of the moft confiderable Occurrences of that 
Time. He difcourfes of Melchifedec, the Circumcifien, 
the Deftruétion of Sodom, Lot and his Inceft, the Birth of 
lfaac, &c. 


In the Laft Differtation, he goes on with the Hiftory of 
Ifaac, and then proceeds to Jacob and his Children, and 
to Efau; and concludes with an Explication of the Blef- 
fings of the Twelve Patriarchs. 





HE Title and the Index of thefe 
Memoirs wi/l come out a Fortnight 
hence. 
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